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All daims being allowable. PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to annendment filed 1 0/1 9/05. 

2. Claims 6, 7, 9-12, 15-18, 20, 22-26, 28, 29, 31-36 are pending in the application. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Claims 6, the prior art does not teach a method for utilizing a network of 

computers to render a 3D scene, comprising: sending a plurality of requests from a first 
computer to a plurality of other computers over a high speed network, the other 
computers each storing high resolution three dimensional scene object, wherein the 
request identify selected three dimensional object stored at the plurality of other 
computers; operating the plurality of other computers in parallel to create respective 
LOD mesh representations of the selected three dimensional object stored at the other 
computers; and communicating the respective LOD mesh representations of the 
selected three dimensional object from the plurality of other computers in parallel over 
the network to the first computer, and processing the received LOD mesh 
representations in a graphics rendering pipeline in the first computer to create solely 
from the receive LOD mesh representations, a display image of a three dimensional 
scene. 

Claims 12, 17 the prior art does not teach a computer system for rendering a 3D 
scene, comprising: the visualization console storing identifiers of each of the 3D stored 
at workstations; wherein the visualization console is operable under user control to 
communicate requests to the plurality of workstations over the high speed network, said 
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request including identifiers of selected ones of the three dinnensional object stored at 
the workstations representing a selected view of the three dimensional scene; the 
workstations are responsive to received request to operate in parallel to create LOD 
representations of the respective stored three dimensional object identified by the 
request received from the visualization console for assembling the complete selected 
view of 3D scene and to communicate the LOD representations of the selected three 
dimensional objects in parallel to the visualization console for rendering by the 
visualization console graphics processor to create a composite image display 
representation, by the visualization console display of the selected view of the 3D scene, 
assembled solely from LOD mesh representations communicated by the workstations to 
the visualization console. 

Claims 23, 28, 31-33 are allowed upon the same reasons as claims 6 and 12; 
further, the prior art does not teach the 3D scene objects are stored at the second 
computers as high resolution models, and the processing carried out by the second 
computer creates respective meshes of the retrieved 3D scene objects at a selected 
lower level of resolution. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kimbinh T. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7644. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday from 7:00 
AM to 4:30 PM. The examiner can also be reached on alternate Friday from 7:00 AM to 
3:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ulka Chauhan can be reached at (571 ) 272-7782. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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